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Intro to Grants and Fundraising for Emerging CaPT 
Practitioners 
 
This is a collection of resources recommended to us by Australian Circus and Physical 
Theatre practitioners for those who are starting out with grant-writing and fundraising.  
 
Applying for funding is a competitive process. Even the most experienced grant 
writers and large companies aren’t successful with every funding application they 
submit. Persistence and organisation are the most important ingredients for success! 
 
Join mailing lists 
Subscribe to relevant creative/arts mailing lists for your location/s, for up-to-date info 
on opportunities in your state and local government area (LGA).  
 
Start small & work your way up 
It is often a process of working your way up from small piecemeal funding to larger 
amounts. Many independent artists get their first funding through a fringe festival or 
from their local council (look up your Local Government Area to find out the council/s 
where you live and work). 
 
Keep records and provide clear evidence 
Funders like to see plenty of evidence that you have the capacity to manage the funds 
you’re asking for and deliver what you’ve said you’ll do.  
 
Ask for feedback 
Share your applications with industry peers and mentors, as well people outside of the 
industry, BEFORE you submit. Ask for every single question that comes up as they 
read it – and make sure your application answers those questions. You will not be in 
the room with assessors when they read your application, so you want to make sure 
that any question they might have is answered! Also ask for feedback about your 
successful and unsuccessful applications afterwards. 
 
Apply to sit on assessment panels 
One of the best ways to learn about what makes a successful grant is to be on an 
assessment panel. Opportunities to put yourself forward as a potential assessor will 
generally be advertised through local council and state arts body newsletters.  
 
 
 

https://alga.com.au/resources/council-maps-boundaries/
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Government Funding 
State government arts departments: 
ACT: artsACT website — artsACT newsletter 
NSW: Create New South Wales website — Create NSW newsletter 
NT: Arts Northern Territory website — ArtsNT newsletter 
QLD: Arts Queensland website — ArtsQLD newsletter 
SA: Arts South Australia website — Arts SA newsletter 
TAS: Arts Tasmania website — ArtsTAS newsletter  
VIC: Creative Victoria website — Creative Vic newsletter 
WA: Dept. of Local Govt., Sport & Cultural Industries website — DLGSC newsletter 
 
Federal funding body for the arts in Australia: 
Creative Australia – sign up for their newsletter 
 

Other Organisations 
Creative Plus Business is an educational organisation with a focus on helping creative 
practitioners and arts organisations to develop and improve their entrepreneurial 
abilities, with a focus on small business, financial literacy, and marketing skills. They 
offer a range of workshop, training and mentorships, they also have a collection of 
excellent free resources available to download.    
 
Auspicious Arts periodically run ‘Intro to Grant-writing’ workshops, have a regular 
newsletter with info on upcoming grant rounds and opportunities for artists and a 
funding deadlines calendar available on their website.  
 
Creative Partnerships Australia is now part of Creative Australia (above). They work 
with artists and arts organisations, philanthropists and businesses to encourage and 
facilitate partnerships, mentoring and investment. They administer the Australian 
Cultural Fund (ACF), which is a fundraising platform for Australian artists that 
facilitates tax-deductible donations to arts and culture. They also offer appointments 
for coaching and advice services free of charge, which can take place in-person, over 
the phone or through digital communication channels.  
 

Further Reading 
How to write a successful arts grant — ArtsHub Article 
An explanation of Grant Writing terminology — The Grants Hub 
Grant Writing for artists advice and musings — Yolande Norris  
Top tips for your application — Creative Victoria 
 
 
We welcome your suggestions of additional resources.  
Contact Steph Speirs (TNA Interim General Manager) on steph@tna.org.au 

https://www.arts.act.gov.au/
https://www.arts.act.gov.au/policy/our-enewsletter
https://www.nsw.gov.au/departments-and-agencies/create-nsw
https://enews.enterprise.nsw.gov.au/subscribe-create-newsletter
https://dpsc.nt.gov.au/arts-culture-libraries/about-arts-nt
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/y/34FB9B322A87C4B1
https://www.arts.qld.gov.au/
https://www.arts.qld.gov.au/enews
https://www.dpc.sa.gov.au/responsibilities/arts-and-culture
https://www.dpc.sa.gov.au/responsibilities/arts-and-culture/resources-and-publications
https://www.arts.tas.gov.au/
https://arts.tas.gov.au/about_us/newsletter
https://creative.vic.gov.au/
https://creative.vic.gov.au/about/subscribe
https://www.dlgsc.wa.gov.au/culture-and-the-arts
https://dlgsc.us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=6b3a3f7b848e66bfa0f6fc583&id=ac807d4589
https://creative.gov.au/
https://mailchi.mp/creative.gov.au/newsletter
mailto:https://creativeplusbusiness.com/
mailto:https://www.auspicious.com.au/
mailto:https://creative.gov.au/about-us/partnerships-and-co-investing-with-us/fundraising-support/
mailto:https://australianculturalfund.org.au/
mailto:https://australianculturalfund.org.au/
https://www.artshub.com.au/news/career-advice/artists-essential-toolkit-12-how-to-write-a-successful-arts-grant-2513542/
https://www.thegrantshub.com.au/grant-resources/articles/grant-terminology-refresher
https://yolandenorris.com.au/2015/10/10/grant-writing-for-artists-advice-and-musings/
https://creative.vic.gov.au/funding-opportunities/applicants/applying-and-conditions/top-tips-for-your-application
mailto:steph@tna.org.au
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